In-vitro studies on 'spare' human preimplantation embryos in culture.
Methods previously used for the biopsy of preimplantation mouse embryos have been applied to individual 'spare' human embryos. Early cleavage-stage human embryos have been cultured and individual blastomeres removed following zonae thinning or drilling. Embryos have also been cultured to the blastocyst stage for the biopsy of three to five trophectoderm cells. Both the biopsied embryo and the biopsied cells have been allowed to develop and/or grow in vitro.